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‘The black intelligence is the divination of the Mysteries of Night,
the attribution of reality to the forms of the invisible. It is belief
in vague possibility, light in dream... Let us respect the
Mysteries of the Shadow but keep our lamps burning.’

Eliphaz Lévi
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Introduction

THis Book explains aspects of occultism that are often
confused with ‘black magic’. Its aim is to restore the Left Hand
Path and to re-interpret its phenomena in the light of some of
its more recent manifestations. This cannot be achieved without
a survey of primal cults and the symbolic formulae which they
deposited. There exists no richer field for such a survey and no
more perfect a skeleton whereon to found it than the Fetish
systems of West Africa and their efflorescence in pre-monumental
Egyptian cults. Such a survey is presented in the first three
chapters, after which the symbols emerge into the light of historic
times and appear in the form of the Tantric Current explained
in Chapters Four and Five.

This Current appears to diverge into two major streams that
reflect endlessly the original rift between the votaries of the
feminine and the masculine creative principles known technically
in Tantra as the Left and Right Hand Paths. They are of the
Moon and the Sun and their confluence awakes the Fire Snake
(Kundalini), the Great Magick Power which illumines the hidden
path between them—the Middle Way—the path of Supreme
Enlightenment.

It is the almost universal failure to understand the proper
function of the Left Hand Path that has led to its denigration—
principally on account of its unconventional practices—and to







